
March 5, 2019 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Redland called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All 

Commissioners were present.  

Chairman Redland asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.   Commissioner 

Jacobson made a motion to approve the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Hall seconded the 

motion, and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 21st meeting as 

submitted.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

A/T Hanson brought forward an application from the Heart of the Valley Golf Club for a renewal of their 

liquor license.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the application.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.     

A/T Hanson then brought forward the 2018 County Feedlot Officer Annual Report as prepared by 

Courtney Habedank.  After some discussion, Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to accept the 

feedlot report as presented.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Chairman 

Redland signed the report, a copy of which is on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   

A/T Hanson next brought forward a donation from the Ada Area Promotions Committee, Inc. for the 

County-wide EDA in the amount of $1,323.14 to help with expenses for the launch event held in 

November.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to accept the donation from the AAPC, Commissioner 

Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

A/T Hanson then informed the board that David Skari had satisfied the requirements set forth at the 

February 5th board meeting with regard to repurchase of tax forfeited parcel 28-3526000.  Ms. Hanson 

proposed CR 03-05-2019-1 Relating to the Repurchase of Tax Forfeited Property.  Commissioner 

Jacobson made a motion to adopt CR 03-05-2019-1.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion 

and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of this resolution is on file in the 

Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   

Discussion then moved into inquiries received at the A/T Office regarding the purchase of properties 

that have been long forfeited and are receiving In Lieu Of tax from the State of Minnesota, DNR.  A/T 

Hanson inquired as to whether the county would be interested in selling any of these properties if the 

county received authorization from DNR to sell the properties.  Discussion also centered around other 

options that might be available if the county is unable to sell the property, such as possible lease options 

or harvesting timber from the property.  A/T Hanson will contact DNR to see what options might be 

available.   

A/T Hanson then proposed CR 03-05-2019-2 a Resolution in Support of SF 847 (Rest) and HF 1153 

(Halverson) with regard to the Presidential Nomination Primary to be held in 2020.  After some 

discussion, Commissioner Hall made a motion to adopt CR 03-05-2019-2.  Commissioner Bommersbach 

seconded the motion and on roll call vote, CR 03-05-2019-2 was adopted unanimously.  A copy of this 

resolution is on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   A copy of said resolution will be sent to the 

Secretary of State, Steve Simon, as well as Senator Eken and Representative Marquart.   



At 9:40 a.m. Chairman Redland called for a break.   

At 9:50 a.m. Chairman Redland called the meeting back to order and Darren Klimek of Morris 

Electronics, IT provider, addressed the board along with Jerilyn Swenson, Hwy Engineer, with regard to 

the Hwy server that failed late last fall.  At that time Darren was able to patch the Hwy Dept into the 

Courthouse server in order to get them back up and running, but not as a permanent solution.  Mr. 

Klimek explained that the Courthouse server was now at maximum capacity with no room for expansion 

and the amount of space required by the Hwy Dept for operation was critically slowing down the entire 

system.  He recommended the county purchase a server for the Hwy Dept and once that was up and 

running, the county would be able to have another off site location for backup.  After discussion and 

questions, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve purchase of hardware and software to 

constitute a Hwy server per the proposal from Morris Electronics.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded 

the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 10:05 a.m. Jeremy Thornton, Sheriff, addressed the board with a vehicle purchase request to replace 

the Ford Expedition currently driven by Deputy Fall.  Sheriff Thornton distributed information regarding 

a 2019 Ford F-150 from Nelson Auto Center, Fergus Falls, for $30,276.89, a 2019 Chevy 1500 from 

Nelson’s at $31,930.40 and Lee Bros. at $32,528, and a 2019 Dodge Ram 1500 from Kelly’s Chrysler at 

$27,585 and Nelson’s at $27,205.36.  Sheriff Thornton noted that the Dodge quotes were for a 

Tradesman pickup and not the Special Service vehicle.  Jeremy noted that he would prefer the Chevy 

1500 based on service available locally as well as the 6 and a half foot box, versus a 5.7 foot box on the 

Dodge.   After discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to purchase the Chevy 1500 from Lee 

Bros. for $32,528.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 10:17 a.m. Jerilyn Swenson, County Highway Engineer, brought before the board continued 

discussion from the last board meeting with regard to Project 0001-18-1C, Ada to Polk County Line Trail 

Agreement.  Ms. Swenson indicated that she had received an e-mail from her contact person at the DNR 

indicating that funds could be available from DNR to provide the matching requirements for this 

agreement.  After further discussion, Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the Federal Sub-

Award Agreement, Project #0001-18-1C, Ada to Polk County Line Rail Bed Project – Phase II.  

Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Engineer Swenson then noted that she would be holding bid opening for the Shelly project, SAP 054-

603-014 and S.A.P. 054-603-015, on April 1, 2019 at 2 p.m.  Jerilyn also noted that she needed to 

schedule a Hwy committee meeting, so watch their e-mail for that notice.   

Bob Ramstad, Supervisor of County Infrastructure, gave the board an update on the motor grader 

discussed at the last board meeting.  He also noted that once this is back on the job, the grader serving 

the Twin Valley area will be going to Crookston for wiring harness repair.  This repair will be fully under 

warranty.   

At 10:45 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, entered the board meeting and brought before the board 

the redesign of the website for ADA Compliance.  James stated that this had been discussed at the Dept 

Head meeting on February 27th and it was the consensus of the dept heads to move forward with the 

redesign.  He stated that Aimee Eggen will come to the next board meeting with options.   



Chairman Redland asked if the board members had the opportunity to review the bills, Commissioner 

Jacobson made a motion to approve the bills as presented:   

Revenue - $38,951.04   Road & Bridge - $37,827.50 Public Health - $1,653.74 

Building - $4,459.39   County EDA – $177.41  Solid Waste – $418.50 

TOTAL - $83,487.58 

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.    

Chairman Redland adjourned the meeting at 10:55 a.m.     

 

 

________________________________________ _______________________________________ 

Nathan Redland, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 

 


